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nthony Davis-one of
caught the burrito his
on?" he asked.

"Mustard?" Chaz replied- "'
"You. What side?"

Chaz grinned, showing per

barstoolto the face twoyearsbo

dentist make it too perflect to n

the rest replaced as well
"Mustard is in the end on y

youknow?"
Davis just grunted, ripp-g

And mustqrd. Chaz clung to r
happen upon a mustardybite
ripped-off chunk of burrito int

The two strolled down tle
perton enveloped them, so au

a Snapshot-a re-creation of a

cop like Davis struggled to un,

They were actually in som

that way to him; he saw a sun
they passed. It all felt red to I
you could touch, smell, hear

his burrito-taste.
Damn. He'd missed some oi
'You ever wonderr" Chaz sair

burritos cost? Likg for real Th

we canbuythem?"
'They cost tons," Davis said

time."
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4 | Brandon Sanderson

"Huh. ICnd of like how you can say things, but have them mean nothing at the

same time?"
"The Snapshot Project is a sunk cost , Chazi' Davis said. "The suits already paid

for the place, the technology to do this. Everything is already here, and the setup

cost was enormous. But we didn't really have much choice."

When the new American government had pulled out of Clipperton, theyd

decided not to remove the installation built underneath it. Davis had always as-

sumed that the Americans wanted the place to stay around, in case they decided to

return and play with their experiment some more. But they also hadn't wanted

to just giue it away. So New Clipperton-officially an independent city-state-
had been granted the 'bpportunity" to take control ofthe Snapshot Project. For a

very large fee.

Davis took another bite of his burrito. "This whole thing cost us a ton, but

thatt done. So we might as well use it."
"Yeah, but burritos, man. They make burritos for us. I always wondered if the

bean counters would figure, 'Burritos are too frivolous. Lett take them out."'
"Doesn t work that way. If you're going to use the Snapshot to re-create a day, you

have to do it exactly. So our burritos, the graffiti on the wall there, the woman you're

leering at-all part of the package. Expensive, but free, all at once."

"She ls fine though, eh?" Chaz said, turning around and walking baclovard as

he watched the woman.
"Have a little decency, Chazl'
'Why? Shet not real. None of them are real."

Davis took another bite ofburrito. His taste buds couldn t tell that it wasn t real.

Of course, what did it mean to be "real"? The beans and cheese had been modeled

on a real burrito in the real city, and it was exact down to the molecular level. It
wasnt just some virtual simulation either. If youd placed this burrito beside one

from the real world, even an electron microscope couldn't have detected the dif-

ference.

Chaz grunted, biting into his own burrito. "Wonder who bought these in the

real city."

It was a good question. This Snapshot had been created overnight, and was

an exact replica of a day ten days back: the first ofMay,2018. This entire re-creation

would be deleted once Chaz and Davis left for the evening. Theyd push a but-

tory and everything in here would be reconstituted back to raw matter and energy.

Chaz and Davis were real though-from "in real life," so to speak. Their

insertion-while necessary-was also problematic. As Chaz and Davis interacted

with the Snapshot, theywould cause what were called Deviations: differences be-

tween the Snapshot and the way the real May first had played out.

Some things they did-t:l
time-would end up har-ins :
re-creation happen differe nt,'
calculated by statisticians-'..
dence discovered in the Sna:,

Chaz and Davis usuallr- ^e:

the entire day doing thin.qs r
end everything played out r_

to be small. Another time, D
determined not to create an-,-

hed woken up a woman in -:.:

interview on time, and tha: .

causing a 20 percent Der iair;
Nobodyhad blamed hr,n .

it was the nature of what ti. .

fake, but he and Chaz . . . T-r.
fect system. Intruders. \-irus-,

It doesn't matter, he toic
mission. The department >:.:-:.
at hand. He couldn't fun;i- -

The two made their \\ a\':--

of llttle shops. Converier.-'= .:

backs of the stop signs:.:: -

oi er them. This wasn t e i.: - i

those left.

Davis called up the mi:{.- -.

"I thinkwe should stand rrs-:,
"Makes it hard to cha:e s:,:l
"Yeah, but he won't see -. '
"Deviations can't be sto::-
He was right. Each Ja'. :. .

from their phones-rrhLc:- :_-:

actions were audited hr :-.= :
about "minimizing Der r;:. -

ations.

Besides, the phone data : - _
outside had trouble reaciri:: :
what they did in here.
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6 I Brandon Sanderson

Still, Chaz didnt argue further as Davis positioned them inside the liquor

store, which was open despite the early hour. The place smelled clean, and was

well maintained notwithstanding the unsavory section of town. Abearded Sikh

man with a sharp red turban swept the floor by the checkout counter. He re-

garded them curiously as they set up near the front window.

Davis read the mission parameters again, then checked his watch. A half

hour. Not much time. They shouldn t have stopped for breakfast, despite Chaz's

complaining.

The shopkeeper continued his sweeping, eyeing them periodically.

"Het going to be trouble," Chaz noted.

"We're just two normal patrons."

"Who didn't buy anything. Now we're staring out the window, one of us

checking his watch every ffieen seconds."

"l's1 nsf-"
Davis was interrupted as the shopkeeper finally set his broom aside and came

walking over. "I'm going to need you to leave," he said. "I need to close for,

um, lunch."

Davis smiled preparing a lie to placate the man.

Chaz flashed his badge.

It looked normal to Davis. Just a silvery shield with the usual important-

looking embossing. Nothing abnormal about it. Except itwas a realitybadge. To

anyone from the Snapshot-to anyone who was a dup e, a fake person-it wouldn t
look like a normal police shield at all. Instead it was certification that the men

bearing it were real.

And equally, certification thatyouwere not.

The Sikh man stared at the badge, eyes widening. Davis always wondered what

it was they saw. They got that samsfar-offlook in their eyes, as if they d stared into

somethingvast. Stunned. Even a little in awe.

Has a dupe of me ewr seen one of those? he wondered . Thinking he was the real

me, completely ignorant oJ the fact that he-and. his entire world-was just a Snap-

shot. tlntilhe saw thebadge . . .

The shopkeeper shookhimself and looked at them. "Hey, thatt a neat trick.

How did you . . . I mean, how'd you make it . . ." He trailed ofl looking down

at the badge again.

Dupes always recognized it instinctively. Something inside them knew what

the badge meant, even if they hadn t ever heard about them. Of cours e, most had

heard of therrl with the privacy dustups recently. Beyond that, the general public

up in the Restored American Union had a fascination with the project; it was

becoming a favorite of cinema. You could stream half a dozen cop dramas about

detectives working inside a Sru

ficial facilitywas here in Nert- C

The cop dramas never showr

be some kind of unwritten rule
The shopkeeper whispered x

up atthem again, more somber
The shopkeeper took it well

of his shop in a daze,leaving it:
found out you aren t real? \fr'h,r

going to end around bed"me?
"Want anything to drink?" (

his front pocket. He nodded to
"You didn t need to do thatl
'We onlyhave a fewminuter
'He'll introduce Deviations.
"There's no way to stop-"
"Shut it," Davis said, slump

agun. Sometimes lhateyou, Cht

Though he envied Chaz at ttr

simply start viewing everythiol
Puppets created from raw mattr

It was just that. . . they r,r-er

chemistry. How could you not
burritos, treated them as real,l
the people theymetwere nothi

Chaz squeezed him on the sI

whatt left ofhis Life, youknon-?
change onto the windowsill 'Fl

Chaz wandered offto dig oul
mission parameters. Again. Tr
then another near Warsaw Stre

by ther5 particularly if Chaz r-:
good. Help cases going on in t

And Warsaw Street. 2O:17 -

Davis finally took the handfi

ing each up to the morning sur

date. Chaz sauntered back orer,
bank, you know. Askthem for a
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e I Brandon Sanderson

"Wouldn't count," Davis said, frowning at the quarter he was holding. Did he

hrve20O2, Philadelphia mint? He pulled out his phone, scrolling down.
"Wouldn't count?" Chaz asked. "Bywhose rules?"

"My own rules."

"Then change them."
"Can'tl'Davis said. Yeah, hed found a 2002 akeady.It was 2003 he needed.

Hard to find a place that used coins these days. The street vendors, the occasional

convenience store.

"You do realize," Chaz said, "how much more difficult you make your life,

don t you?"
"Sometimes," Davis admitted. "But I can't cheat, or the collection will lose all

meaning. Besides, Hal knows the rules." Davis had gotten an email from his son last

week; the kid had aLmost finished a complete set of the 2000s. There was a soda

machine in Hal'.s school that gave real-money change.

"Lett say you find one in here," Chaz said. "Some liule bit of metal that hap-

pens to have the right stamp on it, to make you all freaked out or whatever. What

would you do? We can t take anything out of the Snapshot."

"Unless itt inside usi'Davis said, nodding to Chazt beer.

"Youd-"
"Eat the coin? Sure. Why not? What are the precinct bean counters going to

do? Search my stool?"

Chaz took a long drink of beer. "You're a strange little dude, Davis."

"You're only now figuring this out?"

"I'm slowi' Chaz said. "And you, you're like subtly weird, Davis. Stealth weirdj'

Davist watch buzzed, and he checked the time. Five minutes. He leaned in,

watching the building across the street. Abarwith some apartments on top.

Chaz reached for the holster under his arm.

"You won t need that," Davis said.

'A man can dream, can t he?" But he did let go of the gun. "What makes this

guy special anyway? A thousand murders a year in the city, and this one gets a

Snapshot?"

Davis didn't answer. Seriously, couldn t Chaz be bothered to check the news

once in a while? Or at leqst read the case notes?

Theybarelyheard the shot across the street. Standingwhere theywere, the little

pop could have been almost anything. Someone flinging a bottle at a dumpster, a

windowbreaking, even a door slamming. Davis jumped anlrway.

Their perp, Enrique Estevez, hurried out of the building's stairwell a minute

later, hands shoved in his pockets. He looked around nervously, then set offdown

the street. Not quite at a run, but still obviously agitated.

"I'm off" Chaz said
"Don t let him see you.-

Chaz gave him thelook'\atr
out the door tailing Estevez, ph

Davis ducked out a momer
map on his phone toward Six
been seen on the real day, in ca

Davis called Chaz on theph
"Nervous," Chaz said over I

people here. Should I take picr
nesses?"

"No," Davis said.'Too suqri<

was on the street?Just tail hnm-'

"Right " Chaz said- 'Hold up

Davis stopped in place. Itrra
"Yeah. Is this a problem?"
'He was seen on Sixth in a fc
'Nq we're heading ea.st, ou

ing around as much."

Davis cursed qui"th, turning
at a swift pace. The eyewitness

wrong-either that or a Deyiati,

the percentage was that hi$ ah
'I'm movingparallel to you,":

rrcus.'You at Eighth yet?"
'Just passed it " Chaz said- 'I

south- Itt going to be really han

They couldn't risk that If Es
ations in his behavior. That rt-a:

about
'I'm to the south on TwenlrJ
He stopped on the corner at.

pnffing from the short jog. Het
fieldwork. Not anymore-

Still, hett gotten into positir
an alleyway ahead. Estevez tru
tbllowed-

'I've got him," Davis sai4 su

other guy talking on his phone-
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10 I Brandon Sanderson

Damn. He was already feeling neryous. Stupid. This was a simple chase. He

could do this without becoming a wreck.
"Nice wor( Chaz said. "I'm heading east on Twenty-Second, parallel to you."

"RogerJ'

Davis kept pace with Estevez. The perp was a thin maIl but taller, more . . . in-

timidating than his mug shots had made him seem. He'd made a big mistake-not
just in murdering a man, but in picking the man to murder. The mayort nephew.

This was already ramping up to be a big case for the prosecutor, who felt he'd

have heavy hitters in the city leaning on him. Unfortunately, their case against the

accused wasn't strong. So hed requested a warrant for a Snapshot.

The city government of New Clipperton had bought the Snapshot Project.

Paid the Restored American Union through the nose for it. But what did they

know about how it worked? Barely anything. One of those . . . thingswas trapped

somewhere, kept unconscious, electricltybrzzirgthrough it and doing this. Re-

creating days, in their entirety, from provided raw matter.

Wel! you had a small window to gbt a Snapshot of a specific day made. A few

weeks, and that was it. You had to start it up in the morning, insert people right

away. If you waited it grew more difficult. Like the doorway in just wouldn t
open. And getting data out . . . well, the cops had to carry it out with them. You

could usually get secure texts throughr but even with those there was interference

sometimes.

Privarywatchdogs had lost their minds when they'd found out about the Snap-

shot Project. Particularly when they'd discovered that originally, the mayor had

been using it for personal enjoyment, details redacted.

The resulting flurry of laws and restrictions meant that you needed a court or-

der to re-create a day, and it could onlybe used for official government business.

They could technically send in drones to record what was happening, and the

precinct had experimented with that. Might eventually move to it full-time, but
for now, old-fashioned detective work seemed most effective. This wayyou could

put a cop on the stand to testify about what he'd seen with his own eyes. Juries
responded to that sort ofthing.

He was proud of how he stayed on Estevezt tail with no sign of alerting the

man. Like a real cop.

Chaz met him at an intersectiorl and the two kept following as Estevez called

someone onthephone. Theywere too farbackto hear anything, butthe endresult

was that they saw when the man knelt down at the edge of the sidewalk

and fumbled with something, then stood and darted down another alleyway.

Chaz cursed, speeding up, but Davis caught him by the arm.

"Het getting awayt" Chaz said, reaching under his arm for his gun again.

'Let him. This was what wet
"This?" Chaz asked-

Dayis walked up to the placr
side of the road. He peered dow
pictwes. He held it up, scrolling

Ahandgun layin the filthoft
up and showing Chaz.'freIRL
wrong places." He opened the se

attached the image to a message

He sent the message to Mer
wrote. Storm drain in front of a
belween Tenth and Eleventh Aver

'I hate just letEnghimgd Cl
'You hate not being able to gr

He waited worried hetl need

certain what would get ouL Fo
andhe glanc€d at thephone.Ali

lntel received, Maria sent lJx
from where you should have bet

Eyewitness is wrong, Davis sc

west.

Chance of Deviation? Maria s
Ask the bean counters, Davist
Roger. Sending a team to tlnt g

Davis showed the phone to C
'So . . ." Chaz said, leqkingarr

In$ed Street?"
'It's noon" Davis said drtly-
-And?"

andit's aschooldayi
'Oh- RightWhat, then?-
'Well, we had some milliorr

diner. 'Shall we have some rnillir
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